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T By M. A. FARBER
George Crile, the producer of a dis-
puted CBS documentary on the Viet-
nam War, defended in court yesterday !
his reliance on letters in which an intel- |
ligence analyst had written his wife in
ing' of e lies* and “‘doctor-
' of estimates of enemy strength,
The author of the letters, Comdr.

NEW YORK TIMES
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CBSPr oducer Defends Use
f(tg;'s at Libel Trial-fi

| Yesterday, Mr. Burt read the jury!

excerpts from unused portions of an on.
camera - interview of Commander
Meacham by Mr. Crile in London in
1981.

-Time and again

said neither he nor anyone he had -
worked with in Vietnam had “falsj. .
fied” intelligence on the size of North

JamtSlM%Sham of th:Na.vy, had re-
peal Yy told Mr. Crile uring prepara-
tion of the broadcas; that, despite the
language in his letters to his wife, he
was unaware of any “faking” of statis-
tics during his service in Vietnam in

1967 and 1968, : -

But Mr. Crile testified that the com-
mander, now the mili correspond-
ent of The Economist, a British publi- |
cation.fumishedt.helettmouhlsown;
initiative and never denied that ‘“their |
words meant what they cbnvmﬁonauy!
mean to anyone who speaks the Eng-
lish language.” ) :

After nine days of testimony, Mr.
* Crile completead his first appearance at

Mr. Crile, who is also a defendant in
the case and was called as a “hostile
witness” by General Westmoreland's
lawyers, was chiefly responsible for
the 1982 CBS Reports documentary,

Enemy: A Vietnam
cl?si, expected to testity
again when begins presen ts
evidence late next weak, ting

This round of the producer's testi-
mony ended much as it began, with
Dan M. Bll.!'t, the 's P!'indyal
lawyera.nguesﬁonmg Mr. Crile’s objec-
tivity f“thr?“ and the witg:u ex-
pounding on the many sources
on in making the documentary,

Letters Read to Jury

The letters from. Commander
Meacham, some of which were m;’atro
the jury on Thursday during Mr.

£

ters, charged,that. senior officers in
*~Westmoreland’s command
had “‘suppressed and altered critica]
intelligence on the enemy” during the

 ; explain why he had not included
! "theleorsimnarpa.ssagesint.head?;u-
| mentary, but Mr. Burt did not give him

Vietnamese and Vietcong forces. It
was all a ““long, complicated story,” he

'said, in which officers had had differ.
ences of “‘judgment” and “interpreta-

,ﬁm-n )
“1 mean.‘;mt?e commander said at
one point, “‘you're trying to get me to
say that we all falgified intelligence.
I’m not going to say it because I don’t
haveanysenseofhavmgdmemt_... .
“Whatdoyouhaveameofhaving
done?,” Mr. Crile asked. }
' *' doo’t know how to answer,” the
commander said. . .

Gave Letters to C.I.A. Analyst’

Yesterday, Mr. Crile first offered f.‘,’

a. .
Q. You didn’t include them because
you wanted people to betieve that
Commander Meacham unequivoca.
bly supported the letters, isn’t that
correct, sir? T

A. No, that’s not true. He never dis-
vowed

a anythmg
A Mr. Crile said the commander had
.dventheletteminlmmSamuelA.

, & former Central

8

t they |
were mﬂ?}hreeommey‘
of his views in 1968, X . !

Mr. Crile said the commander — who f

isnot?ectadtotaﬁfyatthemu_
simply decided by 198]

" Judge Instrocts Jury.

On Thursday, J
the jury that the letters were

mitted into evidence only with

ing their research for the documem:
tary, and not for the truth of their con-
tents, ]

ing in those letters. "

udge Leval instructed T
ad-

upon figures” with the military, ,
Q. meemamofthatme.;
at the time you made the broadcast, -
were you not, sir? »
\"A.Iwasknowledgeableabamt. e
But Mr. Crile said Mr. Allen had been
the C.I.A. in what he
Should say because the agency ‘“did not
Jrant to pick a fight with the military”
in 1975. “Mr. Allen was placed in'a
emma ” he SISd. P

be called its “cave.in” and
nm enemy strength total of half a mil.
aon. R

wﬂlmumeonMondaywith

The trial
General W 's last witness, |
film editor for much of

|

Ira Klein, the
the » scheduled to take the
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